Michigan Rules!!!

Its great to be from a state that offers the great jobs around Detroit in the auto industry and the great places to go on vacation at the lakes or Upper Peninsula. Anyone from Michigan that goes elsewhere is missing a lot. Anyone from surrounding states that has not been to this state is also missing a lot. 

In our trip May 2003 Michigan-Wisconsin-Michigan, we decided to see some new sites – mainly the Miller Brewing Company and Harley Davidson – which does not offer tours on Saturday!! I hope to tour their Milwaukee Plant sometime this year. Sure I ride a Honda Magna, but I’d rather ride a V-Rod. 

Tent camping in the UP in May is cold, but its great! The lows were in the mid-40s this year. In 1997, it hit 32ºF low during Memorial Day weekend on Tahquemenon Falls State Park while I camped with two other people. Get lots of fire wood and its not bad at all. 

Anyone from Michigan that hasn’t been to Mackinac Island doesn’t deserve to live here – especially if they’re a biker. The island has a sweet bike/horse only road that follows the perimeter of the island and it also has 50 miles of bike/horse trails in the middle. The Manitou Trail is highly recommended. I have posted several pics from this trail.

Riding the state parks around Lake Superior and Northern Lake MI and Huron were fun! The lake shores are covered with tons of rocks (3-4” diameter). With 2.4” WTB MotoRaptor tires and disc brakes, riding far out in the water is no problem. I rode the shores of JW Wells and Straits State Parks. It was fun! Put the bike in low gear (32 front/34 back – 9 speed) and just crawl around the shore. The 2.4” WTB tires never slip. I’m am now 100% sold on disc brakes for mountain bikes. 

Milwaukee – This town was great except for the drivers…maybe it was too early in the morning. The Miller Brewing Company offers FREE tours and at the end, you sample three beers for free as well. It was one of the best tours I have been on, especially considering the price! They sold me – I’m drinking Miller Lite, Miller High Life and currently an MGD tonight. 

The Car – I bought this 99 Grandma Quis after taking my 93 Escort Wagon on a similar trip exactly one year ago. With 147,000 miles, its amazing the Wagon made it and afterward I shopped for a new car for our July 2002 trip. After looking at Rangers, Explorers, Mountaineers, Navigators, Taurus’, Sables, and some others, I went with the solid American (made in Canada) V-8 Rear Drive full size body on frame Grandma Quis. My parents had an 83, 92 (x2) Marquis…the 92 Handling Package car was what I drove with my learners permit when I was 15 years old. It handles great, has great V-8 power, great gas mileage (25 - 27 mpg vs. Escort Wagon w/ roof rack + two bikes at 22 mpg) and its super quiet. For our July 2003 trip, I plan to add some new Heavy Duty Monroe shocks, dual exhaust with Flowmaster mufflers, rear aux. air bags, trailer hitch and a trailer hitch bike rack. The trunk can hold 2+ bikes – with wheels and everything + firewood, and other items. With the bikes out back, there will be more room for firewood and no need to take the wheels off the bikes everyday. 

So, travel MI and stay at the state parks. Bring your bike or two and ride the parks! Ride wheelies and show off for the little kids in the campsites. Drink some Miller and BBQ some burgers. 

Oh yeah, only American cars are allowed for camping, so leave the Toyota Sienna at home!

Mike       http://mlav.us

